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The Pcople called Quakers, 


Oughtto enjoy their Meetings Peaceably. 


Publiſhed for the Information of thoſe, who are not acquainted with their Way, and to prevent 
Miſtakes concerning them. 


"W FX Nowing the Purity of the abovenamed Peoples Principles, 
T® K together with the Integrity of their Lives; I drey forth 


this Teſtimony concerning them : Though theyhe- arthe | 


reſent under Reſtraint; yet innocently many of them,who 
are real Friends to this Nation, lie in Priſon ; ſome upon Straw, and 
ſome upon the bare Ground (or Boards ) to bear witneſs, and to te- 


ftifie that they have Right to Meet, a | 
1. Becauſe for their Liberty to Meet in the Exerciſes of their ten- 


der Conſciences,thzy have the Word of God for it ; Secended by the 


Word of v Ring ( yea of Ring Charles the Second) therefore they 
1 ight to Meet, * 

| :Though. the King's Pzoclamatfon doth forbid-unlawful and 
Devitious ings ; yet ſeeing the Quakers made no ill uſe of their 
opportunities in Meeting together ( neither was the ÞPzoclamation 


; occaſioned through any miſcarriage in them) therefore they ought 


to Meet, 

1. TIT. Becauſe the Gzound or Cauſe of the Law, is the bottorn or 
foundation whereon it taketh hold ; or it is the ſubje& matter againſt 
wich the Law is placed ; - Therefore as for thoſe Perſons, whoſe Pxin- 
ciples and PraGtiſes afford no ground nor bottoms for any ſuch Law,there 

{the Lai cometh void concerning them. But the Gzound or Cauſe 
of the coming forth of that Pzsclamation, is ſignified in the P RO- 

CLAMATION, (viz. ) Becauſe that ſome made ſoill an uſe 

Liberty, as to take thoſe times as oppoztunities to Plot a- 
the Peace of their Neixhbozs ( whom they ought to- love as 


elves) But from all ſuch Pactiſes, P!o:s or Conſpiracies, as - 


to goabout, or to compaſs any Hurt, either to the King, or to any of 
his SabjeAs, the People called Quakers, are wholly free from , both 
+ in Thowght,Yord and Deed; So the Caulc of the P2oclamation touch- 
-.eth not them, therefore they ought to Meet. ; 
TV. Becauſe they are the greateſt Friends to Magſracy that may 
-or can be ; for their whole Azm, End and Drift in all their Preaching 
and Living, is to diſcountenance $i and Vice, and to encourage Yer- 
-twe ( vi Goodneſs, Meekneſs, Mercy and Truth, together with 
\Love, Long-ſuffering and Patience exerciſed towards all men, in the 
trve fear ot the living God; this is that they ſezk, and in good mea- 
ſure find. So th being that which the Magiſtrate 1s to Defend, bo:h 
the Magiſtrates Work and theirs agree ; thus they cleave cloſe to the 
"Magiſtrate x Subſtance ; and that 15 More than o:hers who cleave to 
- him by Flattery, or for ſelf Ends; therefore ought theſe People to 
cet. 

F, B:cauſe (in their Meetings) They Deſire & ſeek »o other Thing, 
nox Liberty for themlelves, than they are willing all men ſhould have 
andenjoy ; therefore they have right ro Meet. 

. FT. Becauſe in their Meetings they ſeek the Good of all men, there- 
| fore they ought :o Meet. . 
- VII, Becauſe in their Meetings they do meet in the Spirit of 
. Truth, therefore they have right ro Meet. 
F11T. Becauſe that when they Meet, they ſeek to bring others 
utc their wicked wayes, into the Obedience of the Truth ; thene- 
"Ie of right they ought ro Meer. 
TX. Becauſe that in their Meetings they make NoPlots againkt 
any mans Perſon or Eſtate ; therefore they have right ro Meer, 

X. Becauſe that in their Meeting together they do nothing againſt 
the true Peace of this <p 4 ſeek to bring all men into the 

Peace of God which paſſeth underſtanding ; therefore they ought zo 
Meet, 


': X, Becauſe in their Meetings they Edifie one another in Love, 


calling and warning all men to Repent from the wickedneſs of their - 


EWayes,and with ſpeed to turn to the Loxd before it be too late ; there- 
For oa angie to Meet, | 

'* XIE. Becauſe in their Meetings they take Care for the Poer, that 
Key may not be a Beggar amongſt-them ; therefore they ought to 
Meet, of | 


 XT1TT. Becauſe thatin their Meetings they take Care to Pay the 
Rent of the poor Widows, who are not of Ability to Pay it then- 
ſelves ; therefore they ought ro Meet. . 

X IV. Becauſe in their Meetings they Provide for ſuch Fatherleſs 
Children that are amongſt them, who being in want ; and do Pay for 
the Nurſing of ſome, and the Schooling of others; 8c. therefore 
they ought ro Meer. 

XV. Becauſe that in their Meetings, They take Order and Pro- * 
vide for ſuch poor People as are amongſt thim, who are out of Work, 
by ſetting their Families to Work when Work is ſcarce, and by gt- 
ving them better Wages then$hop-keepers will ; therefore they have 
right ro Meet, ie 

X 7 I. Becayſe that in their Meetings they Appoint fit Perſons to 
look to ſuch ag/are Sick m_—_— them, who Adminiſter ſutable Sup- 
plies to ſuch, according. to their Neceſſities ; therefore they have 
| Tight to Meet. | 

XY IT. Becauſe that in their Meetings they take Care to provide 
for ſuch young Traders who want Stock, by lending them certain 
Sums of Money ( according to their Capacity who axe to uſe it) for 
a Time freely ; therefore they ought ro Meer, 

XV TTL. Becauſe that in their Meetings their Compaſſion is ex- 
tended to the Poor who come from beyond the Szas with Letters of 
Requeſt to this Nation, by a free Contributing to their Neceſſities ; | 
therefore they have right ro Meer. | 

X I X. Becauſe they diſoyn all ſuch amongſt them who walk dife 
orderly, not becoming the Goſpel of Chriſt; therefore they have 
right ro Meet, - 

X X. Becauſe they uſe Violence to noman ; therefore they ought. 
to Meet. 


ere follows certain Scriptures, which ſheiv that the People of the 
Lord formerly Aflembled together; And that notwithſtanding 
they were forbidden by thoſe who were in Power, not to ſpeak 
at all in the Name of Chriſt ; "yet they choſe rather to obey. 
God than man, as you may read, - in As 4. 18, 


Verſ.18, And they called them ( viz. Peter & John )- and commande4 
them, not to ſpeak at all, ror Teach in the Name of Jeſus. 

Verſ. 19. But Peter and John anſwered and ſaid nnto them, Whether it 
be right in the ſight of God, to hearken unto you more than unto God, 
judge ye. See allo Afts 5. verſ.28, 

Se2 Heb,10.24. And let us conſider one another, to provoke one another t9 
Loyg and to good Works. ( Verſ\.25.) Rot fozſaking the Aſſembling 
of our ſelves together as che manner 4 ſome 15, but exhorting one ano- 
ther ;” and ſo much the more as ye ſee the Day approaching. (v.26.) For 
if we fin wilfully after that we have received the knowled ge of the 
Truth, there remaineth no more Sacrifice for ſins. 

Which is to ſhew, that it is a wilful finning, if ſuch ſhould not (af- 
ter they have received the Truth ) Aſſemble themſelves together 
according to Pauls Exhortation, Read alſo verſ. 27, See alſo 
Atts 12, 12, | 

AQs 28,30,31, And Paul dwelt two full years in his own hired Houſe, 
and received all that came in unto him, Preaching the Kingdom of God, 
and Teaching thoſe things which concern the Lord Jeſus Chriſt with 
all Confidence, no man fozbidding him. 

Whereby it doth a , that Pax/ under the Roman Governors, 
way hens, had more Liberty to Meer, than the Peop 
led Qnaker 


le cal- 
s have here in England, being already Deprived of it 
by ſuch who call themſelves Chz , 


| Written by one who hath good Experience of them, havi 
theſe many yours ful ah rved them, EIIY 


| | THOMAS ATKIN. 
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